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had a granulated throat for many years, but nothing serious enough to
trouble about. He gave me some tabloids to take which put me pretty
right, but I find I have a sore throat again this morning.
Montreal: 18 Nov. 1904. .. .1 have written down to Yale accepting the
Silliman Lectures and hope to get them through by the end of April,
so my stay in New Zealand will not be much shortened, and if necessary
we could lengthen it at the other end. You may be interested to hear
the history of the Silliman Lectures. In 1883, 80,000 dollars was left in
trust, in honour of the mother of the donors Mrs Epsa Ely Silliman
(what a name!), for the purpose of memorial lectures "designed to
illustrate the presence and providence, the wisdom and goodness of
God, as manifested in the natural and moral world. It was the belief of
the testator that any orderly presentation of the facts of Nature or
History contributed to the end of this Foundation more effectively than
any attempt to emphasize the elements of doctrine or of creed" etc.
My last week has been a series of congratulations over Rumford and
Silliman. The Medical Faculty conveyed their congratulations, while
Dr Harrington made a complimentary speech at the Chemical Society.
My hat, however, still remains of the same dimensions. The medals are
given at the Royal Society meeting on November 30, but of course
I cannot be there to receive it in person. Cox tells me a dinner is to be
given me somewhere about the time of the presentation of the medal in
London. It cannot be on the actual day, as Peterson is to be away in
New York at that time. Everybody seems pleased and to agree that
I deserved it, which is not generally the case with one's colleagues----
I have been pretty busy during the week as I have got a good deal of
research in hand. I am feeling in pretty good form and have almost got
rid of my cold.
II Dec. 1904. The past week has been rather a trying one for me as the
dinner in my honour came off on Wednesday in the Windsor Hotel.
I have already forwarded to you a copy of the menu and a paper with
a brief account of the same. Clay also sent you a cable telling you of the
fact, while the dinner was in progress. I hope you got it safely and if you
hadn't heard of the Rumford Medal by that time, you must have been
considerably mystified. The dinner was a great success,., .about 130
were present with Peterson in the Chair... at 8 o'clock Peterson accom-
panied me to the dining room while appropriate music heralded our